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Introduction

ourse “World History: New Methodological
a Sapienza)” 18 designed to assess

The final examination program for the ¢
thodological approaches in

Trends” within the educational program “World History (I

m.aslcr students’ comprehensive understanding of contemporary e
historical science and world humanities.
The program focuses on key analytical strategies and theoretical frameworks that shape
arative studies, frontier theory. microhistory, Cross-
as well as theories of empire.
aid to the integration of

rspectives.

modern historical research, including comp
cultural research, biographical and photographical methods.
imperialism, nation, and nation-building. Particular attention 18 p
methodological reflection with empirical analysis and interdisciplinary pe

The form of the final exam - oral exam
Exam technology: traditional - answers {0 questions

Exam methodology:

| the master students must show an identity card or passport (but not
7 in the room where the student is located. there should he no strangers, a
3. Time to prepare an answer - | 5 minutes: .
4 the master student can write down the abstracts of the answer ofl a piece of paper;
owed to leave the room:

5 after the completion of the answer, the student is all

Criteria of the assessment:

During the examination, not only the student’s theoretical kn

analyze. systematize, analyze, and evaluate the problem, 1.e.,

practice. The 1st question of the ticket is evaluated with 30 points

cognitive ability, the 2nd question IS evaluated with 33 points becaus
because it determines the syste

o0 camera,

an 1D-card) on the vide .
f information;

dditional sources O

owledge 1S evaluated, but also his ability to
his ability to us€ theoretical knowlec.lge in
because it is designed according to

e it determines the functional ability,
is evaluated with 37 points matic ablllty, n total - 100

and the 3rd question 1
a] task is completely

points. | .
wExcellent " - correct and complete answers to theoretical questions; the practic :
quence; creative abilities are shown. “Good"" - theoret!cal

practical

solved: materials are presented in a logical se )
answers, insignificant errors or inaccuracies; the

problems are correct, but there are incomplete

task is completed, but there is a minor error sent; The materials are made with logical literacy. .

"Satisfaingly'' - the answers 10 theoretical questions are mostly correct, but incomplete, inaccuracies and
| is competent but the logical consistency

logical errors are present; practical task 1s incomplete; the materia

- related to theoretical questions; the practical

is not considered.
de in the narrative answer, logical

"Unsatisfaingly' - serious mistakes were made in the answe
task has been completed; grammatical and terminological errors were ma

consistency was not observed.

Final Exam Program
Historical Comparisons as a Strategy of Research in in world humanities
science of history, but at the same time

Comparison poses methodical and theoretical problems for the
support theoretical

challenges it, and can even work as a factor to increase method-consciousness and
reflection. Until now, comparative studies have limited themselves to defining the range and

meaningfulness of theories. The question of what changes must be made in theoretical concepts if they are
to explain more than one national development and encompass a multitude of empirical cases has seldom
heen asked. Therefore, comparative history has contributed little to the development of theory thus far, and
has seldom taken the step to formulate theoretical alternatives by relativizing existing approaches. In
historical comparison, progressive types and structures—rather than the constitutive processes of historical
facts and materials—were, for a long time, at the center of attention. With the increasing importance of
constructivist approaches, individual sources such as reports and statistics are being interpreted to be more
a representation of individual administrations or rulers than an account of social or political reality
Comparisons that strengthen this point of view would involve representations and strategies o.f
representation, and prevent the naive use of sources and statistics. In this area, new fields of reseagrch are

opening up.



. . e arative Studies .
, ntials of Comparative . , ‘ : the catce of .
I'he Essenty | at one phenomenon is the cause of anothes.

' Heats )lh ‘

W | » means of demonstrating HTHEN
. “We have only one meal . A Apeee absent. When the phene, Yt
are simultaneously present or ab: phcnmncn(m ‘

- . | 1 3 gL Qa“
method is experimentation In 1ts proper sense, W,

compare case the cases where they

be artificially produced by the observer, the h, Wl an thus only bring them together 5 t‘h(m
aduet of fact 1s W reach. when we can thus O] T as they
the contrary, the product of fact 15 out ¢ . | _
' - “indirect experimentation, or co :
are spontancously produced, the method we use 1S that of indirect experiment: Mparatiye

5 . . Jassy. 1990, P. 15-16)
\ yurkhiem: Ouoted in Dogan and Pelassy. 1990. |
method.” (Durkhiem:; Quote S < it is worthwhile not only to those who study

thod 1s so often combined with

J

“Comparison is a universal method in the social science |
in international field. ....It is not surprise that the historical me
comparative method.” (Dogan and Pelassy, 1990, P. 16) | . oo i
3. “Comparative sociology is not a special branch of sociology. it is sociology itself, m so . ﬂrgd‘shl .ccase

to be purely descriptive and aspires to account for fact.” (Durkhiem, P. 157; Quoted in Schriewer,
2003, P. §)

Exploring the frontier in the humanities

A frontier is the political and geographical area near or beyond a boundary. Frontiers and borders also imply
different geopolitical strategies. In modern history, colonialism and imperialism has applied and produced
claborate use and concepts of frontier. especially in the settler colonial states of North America, expressed
Oy the "Manifest Destiny" and "Frontier Thesis". The word "frontier" has often meant a region at the edge
of a settled area, especially in North American development. It was a transition zone where explorers,
pioneers and settlers were arriving. Frederick Jackson Turner said that "the significance of the frontier" was
that as pioneers moved into the "frontier zone," they were changed by the encounter. For example, Turner
argues in 1893 that in the United States, unlimited free land in this zone was available, and thus offered the

psychological sense of unlimited opportunity. This, in turn, had many consequences such as optimism,
future orientation, shedding the restraints of land scarcity, and the wastage of natural resources. The
expansion of Russia to the north, south (Wild Fields) and east (Siberia, the Russian Far East and Russian

Alaska) exploited ever-changing frontier regions over several centuries and often involved the development
and settlement of Cossack communities.

Microhistory as historical method in world humanities

A case is synthesized from facts in the case and theory. The (re)construction of a case. From facts and a
theory to a case. In recent years, the academic school of so-called Life Writing emerged, wherein the
‘exceptional typical” is considered as representative of certain groups. Life writers bring into the limelight

discriminated groups of people, by using autobiographical documents of those discriminated people as a
reliable source, without critical examination of these sources.6 So a diary of a disabled person according

to Life writers tells us something about all people with disabilities and all homosexuals, regardless of their
historical context. Life writers from all over the world, especially in the United States, with backgrounds
in cultural studies, gender studies, comparative literature, sociology and psychology are studying individual
lives on the basis of autobiographical documents. Microhistorians like the Finnish historian Matti Peltonen
regard the difference between the ‘exceptional typical’ and the ‘exceptional normal’ rather as an incentive
to study phenomena that previously were not subjected to investigation, potentially to trace homogenous
patterns that are significant in mapping a social environment. More than anything, though, in its current
usage micro-history is by people — ordinary people — rather than necessarily about people. We all have a
story to tell, and we all have knowledge that we want to pass on. It doesn’t matter whether it is tales of your
local area, the place you were raised, your family, or your friends. People’s history, if you like. This has
the capability to uncover a real-life that traditional history is likely to miss, and is more likely to engage
ordinary people in the appreciation of history generally. But isn’t it the same as local history? According to
the dictionary then this is probably true. However, local history tends to be perceived as more about politics,
industry, geology, geography, development, religion, ete. This 1s typified by the British Association for



Local History
o S‘ﬂn [}‘l\ 2 )‘ ‘. ¢
History as A 1 LH) whose Web site states ‘Our purpose is to encourage and assist the study of Local
y - . an a \ . ‘. : » ) . ’ - \ . -
cademic discipline...’. Local history is rarely about the lives of ordinary people. This has to

come fro N - . , - ‘
t m P(.’Oplc themsely es, either those dlrecll) involved. or their descendants, friends, acquamntances,
(¥ (8

Cross- cultural research in in world humanities

research which focuses on systematic
ions about the incidence.

a1 wide domain, usually

Cross-cultural research is a scientific method of comparative

comparisons that compares culture to culture and explicitly aims to answer quest
distributions, and causes of cultural variation and complex problems across

worldwide. Such questions include:

- What are the patterns of coherence and sources of coherence
a) human commu

in the practices. beliefs. social roles. norms.

l')
. " A s il ¢ e’ s of groups:
expressions, and forms of organization and conflict n nities? b) Other form group
¢) Other extra-community trajectories?

. ' ? ; on or recurrent
- How much of that coherence is due to a) Common history. ? b) Comm

language, identity

modes of
adaptation to recurrent human problem

s? ¢) recurrent consistencies in how language. discourse and

expression, social

and d) Roles, norms an

d organizations constructed into shared cultures?
- What are the patterns of decoherence and disjuncture, misun

derstanding and conflict that arise given the

a)
multiplicity and overlapping of culture
Cross-cultural research strives to arrive at reliably supporte

are (Hempel, 1965: Nagel, 1961) (Note 1)
To compare culture is not to deny their individual uniqueness.

s? and b) cleavages and disjuncture of cultures?

d explanations of why things are the way they

Cross-culturalists do not deny the uniqueness

of culture;
uniqueness and similarity are always present, simulta

general, what 1s

true for some or even all human cultures.
Results of Cross-cultural research are generalizable to all types of society from a sma

neously. Cross-cultural research deals with what 1s

1l hamlet with

population in the
hundreds or a few thousands to urban societies with pop

researchers to make
general (cross-cultural) statements about the similarities and differences of cultures and to identify what

may be universal and variable about human cultures, as well as to discover reasons why the variation exists
Biographical method and prosopography in world humanities

ulation in the hundreds of millions. It helps

Biographical method. Biographical research. Historians are not interested in simply charting the course of
individual lives, but in examining those lives in dialectical relationship to the multiple social, political, and
cultural worlds they inhabit and give meaning to. What is now called the “new biography™ first appeared
in the 1990s. Its practitioners have been especially influenced by feminist, postmodern, and race theorists.
The biographical form may become a favored one for twenty-first-century historians because it oftfers a
way of transcending the theoretical divide between empiricist social history and linguistic-turn cultural
history without sacrificing the methodological or epistemological gains of either.

Theory of Empire and imperialism in historical science

Imperialism means military and political actions having to do with forming or managing an Empire. That
is the actual definition. And, according to the Dictionary, an Empire is: |

{1) : 8 maJor. political unit having a territory of great extent or a number of territories or peoples under a
single sovereign authority; especially : one having an emperor as chief of state (2) : the territory of such a
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political unit. b comething resembling political empire: especially : an extensive territory or enterprise

amination or control

under single d
aule. or dominton

at least two millennia, in contrast
sisted for just a few centuries. Empires and colonies have been
. d as an intellectual field. starting with Auguste
in the late 19th century in
nd of the 20th

Imperial sovereignty. ‘
Empires have been the main form of large-scale political organization for

aucratic states, which have e
or as long as sociology
founders of the acad
nt. Be

to modern bure
has existe

analyzed by sociologists 1
Comte in the early 19th century and the

Furope and the United States, and continuing into the prese
agination, bul they h

» “eolonial studies.’

emic discipline
tween the 1970s and the €

ave reemerged powerfull
" and “postcolonial studies.

d. including the collapse of
US military interventions
nds inside academe,

. 5 § Wiy et T y since then
century, empires receded in the sociological 1im
as part of the closely linked domains of “empire studies.
This resurgent interest in empires corresponds in part to events in the real wor
the Soviet Union and the reappearance of a fortified “American empire” and

overseas. The imperial and colonial turn in scholarship has also been inspired by tre
including revisionist histories of the British and French colonial empires and Nazi Germany. the emergence

of global history. and theoretical developments such as postcolonial theory and subaltern studies. Although
scholars are always eager to announce that rival schools and turns are passe of that they were never more

than mere fashion. such gestures have been unable to stop the growth of imperial and colonial studies. This
unabated enthusiasm corresponds to the power of the empirical and analytical work and to the real-world

importance of the objects of analysis. The concept of empire encompasses colonialism and imperialism.

Empires are political organizations that are expansive, militarized, and multinational, and that place l[imits
polities or populations

on the sovereignty of the polities in their periphery. In colonialism, the conquered

are not just ruled over by foreign conquerors but are configured as inferior to their occupiers—inferior in
legal, administrative, social, and cultural terms. Imperialism involves political control over foreign lands
without the annexation of land or sovereignty. The sociological study of empires overlaps with the study
of the state, political domination, geopolitics/political geography. international relations, indigenous
peoples, and the historiography of specific empires and colonies. It overlaps with disciplines like
anthropology, political science, and cultural studies. The topic of empire is central to several schools of
social and cultural analysis, including world-system theory and postcolonial theory. Sociological work on
empires can be found in several disciplinary subfields. This essay focuses on (1) definitions of empire,
colonialism, and related terms; (2) the different types of imperial practice or configurations of empire; and
(3) theories and research concerning the origins, development, effects, and aftermaths of empire.

Theory of Nation and nation building: modern trends in historical science

In one of Benedict Anderson’s most well known and well circulated texts, Imagined Communities he puts
forth the following definition of the nation, i1 the context of nationalism: “it is an imagined political
d imagined as both inherently limited and sovereign (page 6).” The key concept here is the

community —an
ty. which Anderson conceptualizes as a population of people who identify as being part

imagined communi

of a nation but cannot possibly all know each other.
[t is important to note as well his inclusion of the term limited. He uses this terminology because “even the

argest of them, encompassing perhaps a billion living human beings, has finite, if elastic, boundaries,
beyond which lie other nations. No nation imagines itself coterminous with mankind.” In this sense there

lies an important concept of the ‘other’ or ‘outsider” who are decidedly not part of the nation.
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